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JoAnn Fabrics

SEWINGMACHINE SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

ALLMAKES ANDMODELS

231.796.3627
1250 Perry Ave, Big Rapids, MI

It’s Tune up Time

Sewing Machines,

Embroidery Machine
s, Sergers

• De-Link • Oil •Balance Tension •Adjust Belt
• Inspect Wiring • Check Feed • Test Sew

MECOSTA COUNTY
— Students with the Me-
costa-Osceola Career Cen-
ter’s public safety andpro-
tective services program
attended the Career and
Technical Education
Showcase in Lansing on
April 29.

According to a news re-
lease, four students with
very different paths in the
Public Safety program re-
presented their program
proudly as they met and
spoke to Senators and
Representatives from
across the state of Michi-
gan.

The four students in-
cluded Amya Pittman,
Dylan Phillips, Ethan
Conk and Dez Kimball.

Pittman, a Big Rapids
High School senior, said
she realized after attend-
ing the murder trial dur-
ing the courts and correc-
tions program segment
that shewanted to be a po-
lice officer.

Phillips, a Morley Stan-
wood High School gradu-
ate, found his interest in
the field of dispatch.

He is the first student in
the state of Michigan to
complete the online LAP-
SEN certification training
to become a dispatcher
and is now completing his
work-based learning at
Meceola Central Dispatch
until he graduates where
he then hopes to become a
full-time dispatcher.

Plans
for the
future
Future public
safety leaders
meet state
legislators

By Olivia Fellows
STAFF WRITER

Event continues on A3

MECOSTA COUNTY
— Two leaders with the
Reach The Forgotten Jail
Ministries and the Jonah
Foundation received rec-
ognition for their work
with individuals facing in-
carceration, recidivism
and addiction challenges.

Randy Hahn, a lead
chaplainatMecostaCoun-
ty Jail through Reach The
Forgotten Jail Ministries,
and Amanda Hahn, exec-

utive director with the Jo-
nah Foundation, received
the Liberty Bell award
from the Mecosta Osceola
Bar Association May 1.

Reach The Forgotten
Jail Ministries works with
inmates in Michigan
county jails to provide
ministerial guidance, ad-
diction recovery resourc-
es, post-incarceration and
probation resources and
more.

The Jonah Foundation
serves previously incar-
cerated or facilitated indi-

viduals who are commit-
ted to becoming produc-
tive citizens through en-
couraging biblical
principled living andheal-
ing, providing biblical
counseling, mentoring
and fellowship, establish-
ing peer-accountability
sober living environ-
ments, assisting with pro-
bation navigation and ad-
vocating for vocational
opportunities.

Randy Hahn said the
goal is to help people
break the recidivism and

addiction cycles.
“We’ve worked with

those who have been in-
carcerated, those who are
stuck in the loop of this
system and can’t seem to
break out, to help facili-
tate them back into useful
and productive members
of society,” Hahn said.

The mission was in-
spired in part by experi-
ences the Hahns have had
in giving personal assis-
tance to two youngmen in
the community who had

Two jail ministry leaders
honoredwith award

By Olivia Fellows
STAFF WRITER

Photo courtesy/Randy Hahn

Randy Hahn (right) and Amanda Hahn pose with
their Liberty Bell award from the Mecosta Osceola
Bar Association at a ceremony May 1. Award continues on A3

With warmer, drier
weather,motorcycle season
isnowupon inWestMichi-
gan.

According to michigan-
crashfacts.orgpresentedby
michigan.gov, from 2018-
2022,Mecosta,Osceola and
Lake counties combined to
have132accidents involving
motorcycles. Of those 132
accidents, 35 of those in-
volved another vehicle.

Mecosta County Sheriff
Brian Miller said the stan-

dard recommendation is
three to four seconds of fol-
lowing distance between
your car and a motorcycle
under normal driving con-
ditions.

“This is because motor-
cycles can stopmorequick-
ly than cars can, and they
also have less visibility and
stability.Without this extra
distance, you may find
yourself unable to stop in
time even if you are giving
the usual distance between
you and the other vehicle,”
Miller said.

Mecosta County
Sheriff gives
motorcycle tips
By Brendan Sanders
STAFF WRITER

bymuratdeniz/Getty Images / iStockphoto

Mecosta County Sheriff Brian Miller shares tips on how motorcyclists and
motorists can share the road safely.Bikes continues on A2

BALDWIN — Baldwin Community
Schools and Baldwin Promise hosted its
first BHS Alumni Career Day at Baldwin
Secondary School May 3.

Several former Baldwin High School
graduates returned to their Alma Mater
to share their stories with juniors and
seniors, encouraging them to dream big
and not give up on their dreams.

The event was the result of a lot work
and coordination between former stu-

dents Alex Atwell and Brandon Chil-
dress, who now direct the Baldwin Prom-
ise Program.

Atwell said the idea of having an alum-
ni career day came about because he was
disappointed the school millage rate did
not pass and he wanted to do something
to help out the community as well as the
school.

“I reached out to Brandon (Childress)
to see what our options were, and that is
when I had the idea of bringing success-
ful alumni back to share with the kids to
show the some of the success stories of

people that walked these same halls that
they are,” he said. “I don’t think the suc-
cess stories that come out of Baldwin get
celebrated enough and that was part of
my goal — to give them (the students) an
opportunity to meet with us, to hear us
speak and hopefully we can give them
some inspirational words and remind
them that there is a community that cares
about them and there are so many suc-
cess stories that came out of here, and
they can be the next.”

The alumni that attended the career

Cathie Crew/Pioneer photo

Baldwin Community Schools hosted the first annual Alumni Career Day on May 3, which saw several former students return to
share their experiences. Standing are Dr. Andrea Blue (left to right), Angela Povilaitis, Robert Helm, Brandon Childress, Alex
Atwell, Ira Childress, Brandi-Lyn Mendham, Kenneth Nichols, and Leroy Childress.

Alumni return to inspire students
Baldwin Community School hosts inaugural Alumni Career Day

By Cathie Crew
STAFF WRITER

Inspire continues on A4
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A service has taken
place at The Fellowship
BaptistChurchonDecem-
ber 12, 2023, with Pastor
Gary Durham officiating
for his Florida friends and
family.Michigan is where
David called homeandwe
would be honored to have
you come and celebrate
his life with us on May
26, 2024, which happens
to be his first birthday in
Heaven. It will be held at
the Fork Township Com-

munity Center@3625 20
Mile Road, Barryton. The
service will start at 2:00
p.m. with Rev. William
Lockwood off iciating.
Lunch will be provided
with time for fellowship
after. The family would
appreciate any donations
to Samaritan Aviation
that serves the people
of Papua, New Guinea.
There will be a box avail-
able at the celebration of
life.

DAVID JOHN SMITH
Ocala, FL

May 26, 1946 - December 9, 2023

LIFE TRIBUTES

PORTAGE, Mich. — At
least three tornadoes
touched down inMichigan
on Tuesday night, one
sweeping through parts of
St. Joseph County and two
hitting Kalamazoo County,
knocking down trees and
power lines and scattering
debris from buildings and
homes, according to the
National Weather Service.

The St. Joseph County
tornado struck Mendon
and Leonidas; the commu-
nities of Comstock and
Portage were hit in Kala-
mazoo County. A tornado
first touched down in Por-
tage around 6 p.m. near
eastbound Centre Street at
Shaver Road, first re-
sponders reported, the
Kalamazoo County Sher-
iff’s Office said on Face-
book.The tornado left scat-
tered building debris and
power lines down, the
Sheriff’s Office said.

Social media posts
showed buildings in Por-
tage with heavy damage.

Two trained spotters re-
ported another tornado in
Portage at 7:18 p.m. and a
tornado was reported
nearby in Comstock at 7:22
p.m., according to the
weather service storm re-
ports. A tornado also was
reported inMendon at 5:50
p.m. and Leonidas at 6
p.m., according to the re-
ports.

Tree damage was re-
ported in Leonidas, and
trees 3 feet in diameter
were reported down in
northeast Portage, the
weather service said. More
downed large trees and
power lines, aswell as scat-
tered shingles, were re-
ported in west Portage.
There also were reports of
large hail, ranging from 1.5
inches to 4 inches in diam-
eter, in Portage, parts of St.
Joseph County and Union
City, according to the
weather service.

Steven Burnett was
makingdinnerwhenhere-
ceived alerts that a tornado
touched down near his
home on Meredith Street.
His wife, children, brother
and sister-in-law, their
children and his mother-
in-law dashed to a small
bathroom in the basement
and prayed.

“Itwas really calmwhen
it started, then we heard
thewind and thewhole en-
tire house just shook,”
Burnett said. “Two whole
families were crammed in
a bathroom in the base-
ment; we all fit and we all
held hands asmy daughter
and nephew started pray-
ing ... Itmademe feel calm-
er.”

When he took stock af-
ter the storm, he found a
tree had fallen on his home
and vehicles.

Nearby, on East Milham
Avenue, trampolines hung
in treesandroofingmateri-
al littered the road and
nearby yards as bulldozers
and Consumers Energy
crews worked alongside

the Portage Public Works
Department to clear roads
and shut off gas.

Spencer White, 24, and
his 22-year-old brother
watched as the storm
raised his neighbor’s tram-
poline and launched it into
trees.

“I was standing at the
back porch — and winds,
probably about 70 mph —
then, I saw the neighbor’s
trampoline go up over the
house, and that’s when me
andmy brother ran for the
cellar and started clearing
it out so we could get in,”
White said.

Consumers Energy re-
ported power outages af-
fecting 27,263 customers.
The outages were centered
in Portage, and several
parts of St. Joseph County,
which is south of Kalama-
zoo and borders Indiana.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
declared a state of emer-
gency for Kalamazoo, St.
Joseph, Branch and Cass
counties, and urged resi-
dents to stay safe and fol-
low the instructions of
emergency officials.

“My heart goes out to all
those affected by tonight’s
severe weather in south-
west Michigan,” Whitmer
said. “Emergency teams
are on the ground and
working to assist Michi-
ganders. I encourage ev-
eryone to continue moni-
toring severe weather
alerts and follow theadvice
of emergency officials.”

National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist Nathan
Marsili said a twister
toucheddown incentralSt.
Joseph County and trav-
eled to thenortheastpart of
the county between 5:30
and 6 p.m. The tornado
was confirmed by the
weather service using ra-
dar and spotters, Marsili
said. The tornado’s path
passed just north of Cen-
treville to southeast of
Mendon and Leonidas.

Marsili said there are
several reports of debris on
roadsanddamage tobuild-
ings.

Tornado warnings were
issued after 5 p.m. and re-
mained in effect until
around 7 p.m. Tuesday for
southeast Van Buren, cen-
tral Kalamazoo and south
central Calhoun counties
after an “extremely dan-
gerous tornado” was locat-
ed on radar, the National
Weather Service said.

“This is a PARTICU-
LARLY DANGEROUS
SITUATION. TAKE COV-
ER NOW!” the weather
service said at 5:49 p.m. A
“large, extremely danger-
ous and potentially deadly
tornado is developing,” lo-
cated about 6 miles west of
Portage moving northeast
at 45 mph.

The extreme weather
that hit Michigan came af-
ter a tornado swept
through an Oklahoma
town Monday night and
killed one person.

Temperatures will wane
into Thursday, with pro-
jected highs of 62 in those
cities as a cold front enters
the area Wednesday night,
according to NWS Detroit.

Three tornadoes
ripped through
lowerMichigan
Jakkar Aimery, Marnie
Muñoz and Hannah
Mackay
THE DETROIT NEWS

difficulties with incarcer-
ation and addiction. They
welcomed the men into
their home and provided
support for them through
their addictions, eventual-
ly helping them achieve
long-term sobriety and in-
dependence.

Randy Hahn said they
worked with one of the
men on self-esteem and
grewhis understanding of
Christian teachings.

“We spent a year just
loving on him and teach-
ing him just a biblical
worldview,” Hahn said.
“He has been out of our
house now for quite a few

years. He has not re-of-
fended, has held down a
job has been a productive
member of society. We
thought if we can do it in
our house, what if we did
it with more people in a
house? So we created the
Jonah Foundation.”

Hahn said the organiza-
tion isworking toward the
eventual goal of creating a
kind of halfway house for
people facing post-incar-
ceration, probationand/or
addiction challenges to
stay and get resources for
recovery and reintegra-
tion.

They are hoping to cre-
ate a program that allows
individuals to get assis-
tance and housing with
the organization for up to

two years.
Hahn said there would

be no specific conversion
requirements for individ-
uals seeking resources.

“You don’t have to be
saved; you don’t have to
commit to being a Chris-
tian,” Hahn said. “All
you’re going to do is sign a
covenant that you agree to
live by biblical standards
in that you’re going to
learn how to how to stew-
ardyourmoney, you’re go-
ing to learn the biblical
definition of what mar-
riage is (and) your respon-
sibility in that.”

Randy Hahn said he
and Amanda are grateful
to the Mecosta Osceola
Bar Association for recog-
nizing their efforts andare

hopeful to grow the pro-
grams and reach more
people in need.

“Anybody in Mecosta
County, or the surround-
ing counties, who are in-
terested in helping with
this endeavor, they’re wel-
come to contact us,” Hahn
said “We got the award,
but there’s a team behind
(us) of individuals who
care so deeply about this
group of individuals. We
are looking to grow, and
anybody is welcome to
reach out to us to help.”

For more information
on the Jonah Foundation,
visit www.jonahfounda-
tion.com. For more infor-
mation on Reach The For-
gotten JailMinistries, visit
www.jailministry.org.

AWARD
From page A1

Conk is an Evart High
School graduate with an
interest in firefighting but
came back to the MOCC
for corrections.

Due to having enough
credits his senior year,
while in corrections, he

participates in work-
based learning at Evart
Fire Department.

Kimball is an Evart
High School junior and
who dreams of becoming
a police officer.

She will attend the cor-
rections academy next
year as a senior and plans
to work as a corrections
officer until she is 21 years

old when she plans to be-
come a police officer.

Rep. Tom Kunse (R-
Clare) assisted in facilitat-
ing a student tour of the
House of Representatives
floor.

“MOCC students did a
wonderful job represent-
ing and showcasing the
public safety and protec-
tive services class at the

state Capitol,” the news
release said.

Twenty-nine Michigan
Career Tech programs
were represented at the
showcase fromaround the
state.

For more information
on the MOISD Career
Center, visit:
www.moisd.org/schools/
career-center.

EVENT
From page A1

Photo courtesy/Gretchen Spedowske

Mecosta-Osceola Career Center students in the public safety and protective services program pose for a
photo with Rep. Tom Kunse (R-Clare) at the Career and Technical Education Showcase on April 29.

LANSING, Mich. —
Two women campaigning
for President Joe Biden af-
ter facing medical emer-
gencies because of abor-
tion restrictions in their
states visited Michigan on
Tuesday to highlight what
they say are the risks to
women’s health since fed-
eral abortion protections
were overturned.

Democrats areaiming to
make abortion rights a
central issue in the 2024
election in the battle-
ground state, hoping itwill
appeal to undecided voters
and some members of the
party who don’t like how
Biden has handled the Is-
rael-Hamas war.

“For all of us across the
country, in all 50 states,
our rights are on the line

this election,” said Aman-
da Zurawski, a Texas
womanwhowent intopre-
mature labor, developed
sepsis and nearly died af-
ter she was initially re-
fused an abortion.

By her side Tuesday in
Lansing was Kaitlyn Josh-
ua, a Louisiana woman
who said restrictive abor-
tion laws prevented her
from getting medical help
for a miscarriage.

Michigan voters over-
whelmingly approved a
citizen-led ballot initiative
that codified abortion
rights in the state’s consti-
tution in the 2022 mid-
terms after the Supreme
Court’s conservative ma-
jority overturned Roe v.
Wade. The ballot initiative
sparked record turnout,
particularly among young
voters, leading to Demo-
crats’ largest gains in de-

cades.
The party is hoping to

re-create that success this
year but has encountered
troubling trends within its
base. Wayne County,
which includes Detroit
and has the largest Demo-
cratic voting base in the
state, has become the epi-
center for opposition to Bi-
den’s handling of the latest
war between Israel and
Hamas, and some have
said they would sit the
election out.

Biden and state Demo-
crats hope emphasizing
the threat to abortion
rights, an issue proven to
unify the party here, can
help preserve the coalition
that won him the state in
2020. The president and
his proxies say a national
ban on abortion is possible
if formerPresidentDonald
Trump is reelected, point-

ing to Trump’s judicial
nominations that paved
the way for the Supreme
Court’s decision in 2022.

“I am terrified for wom-
en of reproductive agewho
live in all these states
wherewe have seen bans,”
said Michigan Attorney
General Dana Nessel, who
also took part in the Lan-
sing event. “And I’m also
terrified for women of re-
productive age here in
Michigan based on what
could happen if we have
thewrong person as presi-
dent.”

Sincewinning full legis-
lative control in 2022,
Michigan Democrats have
struck down the state’s 1931
abortion ban, prohibited
Michigan companies from
firing or retaliating against
workers for receiving an
abortion and lifted regula-
tions on abortion clinics.

Joey Cappelletti/Associated Press

Kaitlyn Joshua, right, and Amanda Zurawski speak to reporters Tuesday after holding a roundtable in
Lansing, Mich., to highlight the health perils they say women face because of abortion restrictions.

Democrats bring abortion
discussions toMichigan
By Joey Cappelletti
ASSOCIATED PRESS


